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We proudly announce the purchase of an additional Sanctuary Property and the 
saving of an historic and virgin territory from annihilation so that our children, 
grandchildren and future generations will be able to enjoy its beauty first-hand, 
and experience the physical and spiritual regeneration which only unspoiled nature 
can provide. 

Located a mere thirty-odd miles from Hamilton, near Fonthill, the Niagara 
Peninsula property which we have acquired, is a naturalist's paradise. 

We were given the opportunity of purchasing this valuable parcel because the 
owners - Dr. and Mrs. W. E. Hurlburt of Vineland, were willing to forego profit 
for the sake of posterity. Our Members will realize that in so doing, these fine 
people have placed on our shoulders a heavy responsibility to maintain their 
purpose in saving this remnant of a virgin, deciduous forest. This is our avowed 
purpose as a natural history organization, and we have pledged to maintain the 
SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA 

as a peaceful, undeveloped tract in accordance with all the concepts of The Canada 
Wilderness Act. 

The purchase price of the Short Hills Wilderness Area is Ten thousand dollars 
($10,000), on which your Executive have paid Four thousand dollars ($4,000) in cash, 
with a Mortgage back in the amount of Six thousand dollars ($6,000) at 7% per 
annum. It is IMPERATIVE that IMMEDIATE ACTION be taken to wipe out this indebted¬ 
ness as quickly as possible . The Mortgage is "open end" so that we are enabled 
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SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA (continued from previous page) - 
to pay it off the moment the funds are forthcoming. 

On the surface. Six thousand dollars may appear to be a formidable amount of 
money and yet simple arithmetic reduces it to a minimal amount when it is realized 
that this represents only sixty contributions of $100 each - or 200 contributions 
of $30 each . 

This does not mean that smaller contributions will not be gratefully received. 
Since our previous appeal for funds for the purchase of Spooky Hollow Sanctuary in 
1961, the monies sent in over the years to date, have been carefully saved by the 
Board in special Sanctuary accounts at the Canada Trust Company, which enabled us 
to make the 40% down payment on the Hurlburt property, of $4,000. 

It is our fervent hope that the response to our appeal will be immediate . 

We do not wish to expend money in interest payments due to a long-drawn-out 
campaign. We could DO IT IN ONE MONTH if every effort is put forth. Will you 
help us to achieve our goal? A detachable Donation form will be found on the 
last page of this issue of The Wood Duck. 

TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. WITH YOUR FINANCIAL HELP, WE'LL WIPE OUT THE 
MORTGAGE'. 

Marion S. Shivas 
(Director - Sanctuary Committee) 
*********************** 

********************* 


SKETCH OF PROPERTY - 


SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA 
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SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA (continued from previous page) (please refer to 

sketch of property) - 


HOW TO GET THER E 


Route A - Hwy. #6 to Ryckman's Corners. Turn left on Hwy. #53 and proceed 
to Hwy. #20 through to Bismark. About 8% miles beyond Bismark 
take road to left to North Pelham. At North Pelham turn right at 
Metier Street and go to intersection of Metier & Cream Streets. 
Turn left at this corner - property is on your right. 


Route B - Take Queen Elizabeth Way or Hwy. #8 to Victoria Street, Vineland. 
Turn right and follow Victoria Street south over escarpment. 

6% miles south of Hwy. #8, turn left on Metier Street and proceed 
to intersection of Metier 6s Cream Streets. Turn left at this 
corner - property is on your right. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY AND CONTENT 

- This area is a remnant of the Niagara Peninsula as it once was and is part 
of the territory referred to in historical documents and writings as the 
"Short Hills". Glacial action has resulted in short rises geologically 
defined as "Karnes". (A more comprehensive description of the property, 
prepared by Mr. George Meyers follows on Page 81). 

- On the sketch you will note the symbols AN in the left section. This is 

a lovely tamarack bog nourished by a little stream. Pitcher plants, Sundew, 
and other indigent growth will be seen here. 

- The right-hand section marked "Big-Trees" contains the tallest and biggest 
virgin timber consisting of Tulip Trees, Cucumber Magnolia, Beech, Black 
Cherry, that you will ever encounter, 

- The unused Hydro right-of-way is a ridge with deep valleys in which you 
will find unusual ferns, plants of many varieties, and from this ridge 
you will be able to view the Flowering Dogwood at its best. 

- Wild grape. Oak, Sweet Pignut, Spice Bush, are replete in the area. 

- Sassafras grows abundantly in and around the property. 

ADMINISTRATION 

It is not the intention to mark out specific trails as we have done in our 
Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. This is a wilderness area and we have pledged to have 
it remain so. NO CLIPPING OF OVERHEAD BRANCHES OR REMOVAL OF GROWTH OBSTRUCTION 
WILL BE PERMITTED OR SANCTIONED '. 

It is about one-third the size of Spooky Hollow and one therefore cannot 
get lost. The only exception will be posting signs, the name sign, and about 
three signs indicating points of entry. 

GENERAL 

The material is there for you to discover, and, if you are sufficiently 
interested, you will be thrilled with what awaits you in Short Hills, You now 
have a bog area - virginal trees - unusual fern species - a "red" Indian Pipe - 
to name a few of the highlights - not to be found elsewhere. 

We feel that this newly-acquired property enhances our Sanctuary acquisitions 

(concluded next page.,,...) 
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SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA (continued from previous page) - 

with Spooky Hollow and Short Hills both being fabulous, unspoiled natural areas. 
The Members and Friends of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club should swell with 
pride in the service rendered by our organization to the citizens of our Country, 
present and future, in providing for the public such natural beauty for their 
physical well-being and enrichment. 

***** 

*** 

* 

WOODY FLORA OF SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA 

by - George Meyers 

Short Hills Wilderness Area is located on the southwest corner of the 
drainage basin of the 12-mile Creek at elevations ranging from 575 to 675 feet 
above sea level (or 330 to 430 feet above Lake Ontario). One mile to the south¬ 
east, the highest land of the Niagara Peninsula is reached, with elevations over 
825 feet. 

Physiographically, this area is part of a Kame moraine (which is an huge 
delta deposited at the snout of a stalled continental glacier), in a former spill¬ 
way valley formed towards the end of the Pleistocene glaciation. A small Esker 
is present on the southern boundary paralleling the road. 

Save for the cutting-down of some Chestnuts (Castanea dentata), many stumps 
of which measure over 5 feet in diameter, some fifty years ago, a section of this 
woods is the only remnant of the climax forest which once covered the Niagara 
Peninsula. A climax forest is one that through a process taking over 400 years 
at our latitude, a stable, self-perpetuating plant association is reached. In 
southeastern North America, it is characterized by four layers, three woody and 
mostly deciduous and one herbaceous. The three woody layers are - the canopy 
forest at a height of 80 to 100 feet; the mid-canopy, approximately 30 feet 
high (mostly Flowering Dogwood (Cornus f lorida), and far beloxvf this the shrub 
layer, Spicebush (Lindera Benzoin) in the moister locations, and various Viburn¬ 
ums in the drier. In the herbaceous layer are many fern species. 

Four canopy trees which are common in this part of the Niagara Peninsula 
are Cucumber Magnolia (Magnolia acuminata). Black Oak (Quercus velutina), Tulip 
Tree (Liriodendron tulipifera), and Sweet Pignut Hickory (Carya ovalis). These 
are found in this woodlot. Only one Cucumber Magnolia is larger than the largest 
one in Short Hills woods, and that is in the town of Grimsby, 

On the drier hilltops the canopy is composed of Beech (Fagus grandifolia), 
White Oak (Quercus alba), Black Oak, Red Oak (Quercus borealis), Sweet Pignut 
Hickory and White Pine (Pinus Strobus). In the moister valleys the canopy 
consists of Tulip Tree, Black Cherry (Prunus serotina), Red Maple (Acer rubrum), 
and Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum). Interestingly, Pin Oak (Quercus palustris) 
is not found here, although it is common, even abundant (forming up to 98% of 
some woodlots) east of a line from Vineland to Dunnville. Swamp Oak (Quercus 
bicolor) and Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica) are also not here but all three are 
found on clay soils and the soil here is sand and gravel. Yellow Birch (Betula 
lutea) is present but not the Black Birch (Betula lenta) which is found nearby 
at Charles Daley Park and is the only location of the latter in Canada. A 
disjunct population of the boreal Paper Birch (Betula papyrifera) is also here. 
Some very large Sassafras ( Sassafras albidum) are here (one over three feet 
d.b.h.). One Tulip Tree rises 90 feet before the first branch. It is the 
nearest thing to the giant Redwoods that we have in the East. 

At the southwestern corner of this property is a level cleared area, which 
is in the process of reverting to forest. At present, grasses, goldenrod and 
aster dominate but are being replaced by Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana), 

(concluded on following page)...... 
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WOODY FLORA OF SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA (continued from page 81) - 

Large-toothed Aspen (Populus grandidentata, Silverleaf Grape (Vitis aestivalus 
argentifolia,)and Prickly Dewberry (Rubus flagellaris). It will be an interest¬ 
ing study to watch and record this process of reversion to forest. Already 
Sassafras, American Hazel (Corylus araericana) and Sweet Pignut Hickory are 
growing here. 

Most of the plant species in Short Hills woods have a southern affinity, 
although some remnant boreal species are present in a small bog, the origin of a 
large-volume trout stream. In this bog are found Sundew, Lady ' s Slippers (Pink 
and Yellow), Twinflox^er (Linnaea borealis), Winterberry Holly (Ilex verticillata), 
Alderleaf Buckthorn (Rhamnus alnifolia), White Pine and Tamarack (Larix laricina). 

At a later date, a comprehensive check-list of the woody plants of Short 
Hills Wilderness Area will be published. 

During a hike through this woodlot in September of 1967, a colony of Squaw- 
berry (Vaccinium stamineum) was found. This member of the Ericaceae was long 
thought extinct in Ontario. The only records for Ontario are over a hundred 
years old, from above and below the Niagara Escarpment at Queenston in Niagara 
Township of Lincoln County. 

Although a richer flora and larger individual specimens may be found in the 
eastern United States of America, notably the Smokey Mountain National Forest of 
Tennessee and North Carolina, I must stress that this woodlot is unique in 
Canada and as such must be preserved, untouched, for future generations. 


******************************* 



GENERAL MEETING of HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB - FEBRUARY, 1968 

The General Meeting held on February 12, 1968, at the Headquarters Building 
of the Royal Botanical Gardens, was conducted by the Junior Club. 

Attendance was good - as was also the programme presented. The evening 
began informally with members viewing the exhibits which had been prepared. 

Among these were a collection of mammal and bird skulls, an excellent collection 
of bird wings (well mounted and identified), a collection of postage stamps 
depicting birds, and a selection of birds which had been stuffed by Junior Club 
Members. 

An exhibition of live birds was also presented, including a Saw-whet Owl, 
Doves, a tame Crow, various Game Birds, and a somewhat cramped but nonetheless 
cheerful Canada Goose. One Junior Member carried his tame Screech owl'on his 
wrist - and last, but by no means least - Sam, the Wood Duck, who was willing to 
chat with anyone and was seen to share one member's doughnut. 

Three of the Junior Members spoke - Keith Salisbury on Red-tailed Hawks 
with slides to illustrate; John Woodcock illustrated his talk on his trip to 
Watkins Glen and the Genessee Valley; and Russel Kardos gave a demonstration of 
bird banding techniques and some pointers on the trapping of birds for banding. 

The evening concluded with the presentation of prizes and the Ross Thompson 
trophy. 

It was a very creditable performance by members of our Junior Club. 



DR. DURWARD L. ALLEN : " IN THE FINAL resolution of values, man's mastery of the 
earth will pay him greatest tribute when he achieves enough forbearance to leave 
some of it alone," ........ *... .Good reason to support your Sanctuary Fund'. 
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THE YEAR OF THE MONKEY 


4666 is the date of our current 1968, according to the Chinese people, who 
base their years on the Julian calendar, and these years have been established 
as being "since the end of the reign of the Yellow Emperor". 

According to a local Chinese authority in Vancouver, the Year of the Monkey 
lasts officially only one day in Canada (but social events may continue for three 
weeks from and including January Thirtieth, the first day of the New Year) but in 
China proper, the celebrations honouring the Year of the Monkey may last for the 
entire thirteen months. 

Chinese years are based on a twelve-year cycle of animals, in this order: 
Rooster, Dog, Boar, Ox, Tiger, Hare, Serpent or Dragon, Horse, Rat and Monkey, 
and each year has thirteen months. 

In the Orient, the Monkey has been canonized as a very sacred animal. As 
the attributes of this member of the animal kingdom are that he moves about 
very quickly, chatters a good deal and is very flexible in his movements and 
adaptibility, they foretell a year of quick changes but one of more protectively 
beneficial aspects. Mr. How (the local authority) explains that this Year of the 
Monkey is much more clear-cut than last year, which was the year of the Rat. 

The Year of the Monkey signifies Health, Success and Protection. 

We Easterners perhaps do not realize that the Chinese people were among the 
first settlers in the Province of British Columbia, having been attracted by the 
word which reached the Colorado Mining Areas that there was "gold in them thar 
hills". Their pursuit of placer mining of this metal is recognized in the place 
name "China Bar" near Lytton, B.C., and, at Barkerville, B.C., of gold-mining 
fame, where there is a Chinese museum in commemoration of the persistent and 
patient Chinese pioneers. Not only did they indulge in mining pursuits but 
history records that they became, as well. Cowboys in the best tradition of the 
Cariboo country ranches. Perhaps, most importantly, this group of immigrants 
provided three thousand labourers for the completion of the railway to the coast 
of British Columbia in 1885. 

And so, with this brief outline of facts regarding the contributions that 
these people have made to our beloved Country, may we wish for us all a year of 
Health, Success and Protection which the Year of the Monkey claims to portend*. 


/MSS 

Vancouver 


January 1968 


A DATE TO REMEMBER '. 


A DATE TO REMEMBER *. 


A DATE TO REMEMBER*. 


A recent visit and investigation reveals that damage to trees in our Spooky & 
Hollow Sanctuary near Normandale, Ontario, due to the ice storm in January, -p 
has been exceedingly extensive - in fact Messrs. Smith and Giles, report 
that it is the worst experienced to date (that is during our ownership). * 

A BIG TURNOUT OF MEMBERS IS SORELY NEEDED - ESPECIALLY MALE MEMBERS - ON | 

WORKSHOP DAY - SUNDAY, MARCH 17. 1968 - DRESS WARMLY WITH WATERPROOF FOOT - | 
WEAR - WE NEED AS MANY CHAIN SAWS. SAWS and AXES, CLIPPERS, PRUNING SHEARS , * 
HAMMERS, etc, as we can muster. Trails must be remarked with red ribbon and # 
this can be handled by lady members. BRING LUNCH and give as much help as you |j 
are physically capable of doing. WE NEED AT LEAST 20 PEOPLE there. 

Time for arrival at the Sanctuary will be 10:30 A.M. Contact - Sanctuary J 

Director - Mrs. Marion S. Shivas for information - 'phone 628-6846. 












The Ross Thompson Trophy is presented annually to the Junior Member sighting 
the greatest number of Bird Species in a twelve-month period, which results are 
verified by a Senior Member. Following is the Winner and Runners-up who 
received their awards at the February, 1968, Senior Meeting: 

1st - RUSSEL KARDOS - 264 species 

2nd - GARY ROUSSEAU - 248 species 

3rd - JOHN WOODCOCK - 241 species 

Under 14 section - 

1st - RON BOYCE - 205 species 

2nd - JIM HUNTER - 180 species 





JUNIOR CLUB 
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JUNIOR CLUB 


MEETINGS - It has been decided to hold Junior Club Meetings once 
a month from 7:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M., immediately 
preceding the Senior Club Meetings. 

The first of these meetings will be held at the 
Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens , 
at 7:00 P.M . on MONDAY. MARCH 11. 1968 . 

Any Member who would like to attend but who needs a 
ride, please contact - 
Mr. MacPherson - 'phone 544-9985 

Mr. Miles - 'phone 522-6160 

Mr. Challis - 'phone 634-2267 (Burlington) 

at least a week ahead . 


HIKES - for EARLY SPRING MIGRANTS - SUNDAY MARCH 10. 1968 

Meet at 8:30 A.M. at King Street West and University Ave., 
take Main West bus. "Phone: John Miles, 522-6160. 



For some reason, of which we are not aware, the item New Books for Nature 
Lovers at the Hamilton Public Library, has not been appearing in the last 
few issues of The Wood Duck. Herewith is a brief summary of the new titles 
available since the 1st of January, 1968: 

New Books in the Arts & Science Department of the Hamilton Public Library of 
Interest to Nature Lovers 

A HANDBOOK OF NEW GUINEA BIRDS by Austin L. Rand 

WHAT BIRD IS THAT by Neville W. Cayley (Guide to Birds of Australia) 

THE SHELL BIRD BOOK by James Fisher (spans prehistoric times to present day) 
BIRDS OF AUSTRALIA by John Gould (noted ornithologist who died in 1881) 

BIRDS AROUND THE WORLD by Dean Amadon 

ATTRACTING BIRDS from the Prairies to the Atlantic by Verne E. Davison 
HAND TAMING WILD BIRDS by Alfred G. Martin (feeding, taming, notes on bird 

identification, on making movies of birds and how to care for them 
if they are ill or injured 

A VANISHING THUNDER by Adrien Stoutenberg (sub-titled EXTINCT AND THREATENED 
AMERICAN BIRDS (beautifully illustrated) 

BIRDS IN THE BALANCE by Philip Brown of the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds 

THE MASSACRE OF THE ELEPHANTS by Dennis Hilman (tells of the dangers to which 

these beasts have been subjected by ivory poachers on the Kenya Coast.) 
GREY SEAL, COMMON SEAL by R. M. Lockley (one of the popular Survival Book series) 
LAST CHANCE ON EARTH by Roger Caras (urgent appeal for a stay of execution for 
40 animals presently or recently imperiled with total destruction). 



REMINDER - DONATION SLIP for CONTRIBUTION to the Purchase of SHORT 


HILLS WILDERNESS AREA Fund is on the last page but one 
at the rear of this issue. Please mail as soon as 
conveniently possible - Cheque or Money Order payable to 
"HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB" 




DONATION FORM 


for - SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA FUND 


Date, 


Mr. 

Mrs._ 

Miss 


ADDRESS. 


(Street and Number) 


(City,Town, Province and Zone Number where necessary) 


Please send cheques or Money Orders made payable to - "HAMILTON NATURALISTS' 

CLUB" 

mailing to the Sanctuary Director - Mrs. W. Robert Shivas, 

18 Rowanwood Avenue, 

Dundas, Ontario. 


DONATION RECEIPTS WILL BE ISSUED IF REQUESTED 


Remarks (if any) 
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